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Facts  and  figures  for  Trade  Unionists 


INTRODUCTION 

Wages  and  wages  policy  are  bound  up  closely  with  the  war 
effort.  On  them  depend  the  health  and  energy  necessary  to  achieve 
maximum  production.  They  are  part  of  the  machinery  for  ensuring 
equality  of  sacrifice.  For  these  reasons  consideration  of  wages 
problems  arises  in  what  Mr.  Lyttelton  has  described  as  ' '  some  of 
the  gravest  days  we  have  ever  faced."  The  momentous  events  and 
epoch  making  decisions,  the  sacrifices  which  confront  us  all  give 
a  new  framework  to  the  old  problem.  Discussion  is  again,  as  we 
show  below,  arising  partly  from  the  workers  and  partly  from  the 
employers.  In  this  pamphlet  we  summarise  the  actual  position  of 
wages  and  earnings  as  the  third  year  of  war  closes.  As  a  back- 
ground to  the  facts  we  give,  we  may  refer  to  recent  pronouncements 
on  the  question. 

The  General  Council  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress  laid  down 
a  year  ago  the  main  lines  on  which  the  movement  has  proceeded 
since.  In  reply  to  the  Government  White  Paper  on  ' '  Price 
Stabilisation  and  Industrial  Policy  ' '  the  T.U.C.  pointed  out  (1)  that 
Lord  Simon,  when  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  raised  the  same 
issues  as  long  ago  as  December,  1939,  but  the  "vicious  spiral  " 
he  predicted  had  not  developed  ;  (2)  that  the  White  Paper  admits 
that  existing  machinery  of  voluntary  wage  negotiations  is  working, 
successfully  and  that  wage  increases  have  so  far  been  reasonable  ; 
(3)  that  to  suggest  that  wage  increases  are  likely  to  cause  inflation 
is  a  clear  invitation  to  employers  to  refuse  wage  applications  and 
for  arbitration  courts  to  turn  them  down  flat ;  (4)  that  the  White 
Paper  nowhere  clearly  faces  up  to  the  need  for  increasing  the  wages, 
of  those  sections  of  the  workers  at  present  grossly  underpaid. 

The  General  Council  of  the  T.U.C.  stated  categorically  that 
any  attempt  to  interfere  with  the  upward  adjustment  of  wages 
through  the  existing  machinery  would  seriously  impair  national 
unity  and  impede  the  war  effort,  and  that  the  correct  way  to  prevent 
inflation  was  to  check  the  rise  in  the  cost  of  living  through  price 
control  (with  increased  subsidies  if  needed),  wider  rationing  and 
profit  limitation. 
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To  Secretaries  of  Affiliated  Organisations  :  July,  1946. 

Dear  Colleague, 

BREAD  RATIONING 

We  are  publishing  two  pamphlets  on  Bread  Rationing  :  "  Food  Shortage  :  the  Facts  " 
(id.,  post  free  2d.)  gives,  in  the  form  of  speakers'  notes,  the  facts  of  the  world  food  situation 
and  the  causes  which  have  led  to  the  present  acute  food  shortage.  "  Bread  Rationing  "  (2d., 
post  free  3^.)  is  a  verbatim  report  of  the  great  speech  the  Food  Minister,  Mr.  John  Strachey, 
M.P.,  made  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  July  3rd. 

The  Tory  Press  is  carrying  on  an  irresponsible  campaign  of  misrepresentation  and 
suppression  of  facts,  and  housewives  are  being  urged  to  sign  petitions  against  bread  rationing. 
It  is,  therefore,  essential  that  the  real  facts  about  bread  rationing  should  be  given  the  widest 
possible  publicity.  I  hope  that  all  affiliated  organisations  will  take  supplies  of  these  pamphlets 
so  that  our  people  may  be  in  a  position  to  combat  the  misrepresentations  and  inventions  of 
our  opponents,  not  only  at  public  meetings  but  amongst  their  neighbours  at  home  and  their 
colleagues  at  work. 

Please  send  orders  on  the  attached  order  form. 

Yours  fraternally, 

MORGAN  PHILLIPS, 
Secretary. 
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To  The  Labour  Publications  Department, 
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"  Bread  Rationing  " 

(post  free  12  copies,  is.  bd.  ;  100  copies,  10s.) 

for  which  I  enclose in  payment. 

Name - 

Address 


Constituency  Party  Date 


^TTT^HZFTrrz: ■' 


I  2       !       K 


I  He     *v/ 


KEYNES 
PLAN 

—its  dangers  to 
the  workers 


PUBLISHED  BYTHE  LABOUR  RESEARCH  DEPARTMENT 


One  Penny 


The 


'copy_J     I) 


m 


THREAT 

TO 

WAGES 


LABOUR  RESEARCH  DEPARTMENT 


2D 


HHHBBHHHH 


COMPLETELY     NEW 

AND    UP    TO    DATE 

EDITION 

SECTION   ON    WAR 

EMERGENCY 

RENT  ACT 


6 


Michael   Best 


2 

Copy — I 


n 

17 


D. 


Published  by  the 

Labour  Research  Department 


by  Michael  Best 


.6-r  i^z. 


Your  Rights  to 

COMPENSATION 


Published  by  the  Federation  of  Tenants' 
and  Residents'  Associations  in  collabora- 
tion   with    Labour    Research    Department 

Price  3d« 


— — 


TRADE  UNION 
EXPERIENCE 
AND   POLICY 

1914-18— An  Outline 


&Hb 


BY 


Maurice  Dobb 


SIXPENCE  NET 


Published  for  the 


LABOUR  RESEARCH 
DEPARTMENT      by 

LAWRENCE  &  WISHART  LTD 


Jim  crow 


WA  's  fight  for  equal  rights. 


